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Tasks related to the Peep Culture documentary
1. Watch the documentary and take some notes on the film so you can recall specific parts and ideas. I have provided some quotations and questions to guide the discussions

2. In class – you can work in table groups to begin processing the documentary and Hal’s ideas

3. At home, go to Hal Niedzviecki's website and explore it by reading some of the sample chapter excerpts from his book, The Peep Diaries, by reading some of his blogs, by looking at some of video uploads, and by exploring some of his links. As a starting point, this url provides good links on the left hand side: http://thepeepdiaries.com/home/Hal/bookIndex/
4. At home, start a media log (journal) entry on some aspect of this documentary on peep culture  
Notes and quotations from the documentary
· 13 hours of content are uploaded to YouTube every minute!

· The documentary moves forward on Hal’s whole experiment with “life-casting”. He says it is addictive and that he feels as if he is becoming a character, not a real person

· Hal asks: “Are we turning ourselves into narcissistic, mini-celebrities who can’t stop broadcasting?”

· One of the people interviewed is Corkangel. He says: “There is real life on the internet that is not scripted or rehearsed.”

· At one point, people would have had about 150 in their community. Now the majority of people live in urban areas. We’ve taken “community” out of living. We are hungry to be witnessed particularly at critical moments in our lives.

· People pay $1,000 for a weekend of training on how to get on to a reality TV show. They work on three things: confidence; authenticity; and their stories. 

· (Reality TV Executive): “Most people would pay us to be on reality TV. It’s a little like life; it’s a slice of life. Sure we kind of package it up and organize it so that it is going to start shooting here and finish shooting somewhere else.” 
· “If the blog isn’t letting us peep into every aspect, what’s the point?”

Questions and ideas for consideration
Consider the following questions and ideas that are put forth by the documentary. In all cases, draw upon specific examples based on your experiences and wherever possible, link ideas in the documentary to the media framework we are using. You may work in table groups, but every student should be taking their own notes from the conversations and writing up some responses some of which may eventually become part of a media log entry. Some of the questions may be more specific to your interests and experience than others – that’s fine.
1. According to the writer Hal, what is peep culture?
2. Hal says, “put a camera in front of us and we change.” The questions that we need to consider are: “what are we changing into?” and “what are we becoming?” 

3. One of the sections of the film deals with the idea of “online communities.” What are your feelings about them? Can we make meaningful relationships online? What is real friendship today? How do you feel about the Australian University study that found that “people who blogged and used social networks felt less anxious, stressed and depressed and more satisfied with their friendships?”
4. What is your reaction to Malloregh? Hal said that through her blogging and online site that charges people, she is creating a “product” – Malloregh – and selling chunks of her life. 
5. When the documentary focuses on Lisa who underwent weight loss surgery, she is very specific about creating a “brand” and “getting something” out of her medical ordeal. Are the lines between “life” and “life as an internet brand” becoming blurred?
6. In the documentary, Hal says that he feels like a “celebrity” and that “we’re all potential stars.” Do you have any experience with life-casting? Have you broadcast yourself or have you watched others? 

7. In the reality TV section of the film, Hal posits the idea that we are now in a world where watching people suffer has become entertainment. Do you agree with the TV executive when he says: “It’s not about the suffering; it’s about the achievement.” Why do you agree or disagree?

8. How do you feel about two scenes towards the end of the film:

A. the man being taserd and the crowd “just watching, at ease, taking pictures?” 

B. the teenager who announces he was going to kill himself then broadcasts his suicide on justintv?

What do these examples in the film say about “peep culture”?
9. What is happening to privacy in the age of peep culture?
